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Roy Culpeper is the Chair of CELADA, a Distinguished Research Fellow of The North-South Institute, 

Senior Fellow of the University of Ottawa’s School of International Development and Global Studies, 

Adjunct Professor at the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University, and a 

Fellow of the Broadbent Institute. He is a Board Member of the Group of 78. From January until May 

2011 he was Fulbright Canada Visiting Research Chair at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for 

Scholars in Washington, D.C. Previously he was President and Chief Executive Officer of The North-South 

Institute, Ottawa. Earlier in his career he was an official at the World Bank in Washington, the federal 

Departments of Finance and External Affairs in Ottawa, and the Planning Secretariat of the Government 

of Manitoba in Winnipeg. Roy Culpeper obtained his Ph.D. in Economics at the University of Toronto. He 

has published widely on the issues of international development, finance and global governance. 
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Obang Metho is one of the founding members of CELADA and the Executive Director of the Solidarity 

Movement for the New Ethiopia, or SMNE (www.solidaritymovement.org ). SMNE is a non-political and 

non-violent social justice movement of diverse peoples. It advocates for freedom, justice, good 

governance and the civil, human and economic rights of the people of Ethiopia, without regard to 

ethnicity, religion, political affiliation or other differences. SMNE believes in an open and a transparent 

and competitive market economy, supported by viable institutions and reasonable protections. SMNE 

believes the economy should provide equal opportunity, and should lead to greater prosperity for the 

people rather than concentrating all the wealth in the hands of the few people. SMNE and the Oakland 

Institute co-produced the Ethiopian portion of the comprehensive investigative report, Understanding 

Land Investment Deals in Africa, published in June 2011. Mr. Obang is a human rights activist who for 

over 10 years has tirelessly advocated for human rights, justice and freedom in Africa. He has also been 

a champion for the environment, enhanced accountability in politics and peace on the continent. He has 

met leaders and officials at the United Nations, the European Parliament, the US Department of State, 

the US Senate, the US House of Representatives, the World Bank and the Council for Foreign Relations, 

among others. He has availed himself of such meetings to brief these leaders and officials on the 

situation in Ethiopia and on related issues. 

 

MAGGY RAZAFIMBAHINY  

Maggy Razafimbahiny is a native of Madagascar immigrated to Canada in 1991.  She trained as a 

journalist while living in France motivated by her passion for humanitarian and social issues specifically 

those related to Africa and Madagascar.  Eventually she returned to Madagascar where she was 

employed by UNICEF for six years working throughout the Indian Ocean. It was through her work with 

UNICEF that she developed her knowledge and understanding of the challenges faced by countries in 

East Africa and the Indian Ocean particularly in regards to the situation of women and children. Upon 

arriving in Canada she continued working in the international sector through such organizations as the 



North-South Institute. At the same time she has put her experience and desire to contribute to positive 

change in the world by working in the Canadian setting. Her interest in international development 

continues to animate her professional and personal actions. 

 

ROBERT FOX 

Robert Fox has served as Executive Director of Oxfam Canada since July 2005. In that time, he has led a 

renewal process that had seen Oxfam Canada adopt gender justice as the focus for its program, policy, 

campaign and advocacy work. Robert has lead Oxfam delegations at the G8 and G20 and a number of 

international summits and conferences and is the lead ED for development effectiveness for Oxfam 

International. Robert has worked as Oxfam Canada’s Representative for Central America and Mexico, 

based in Managua, Nicaragua and as Director of Communications for the Canadian Union of Public 

Employees.  
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the North South Institute, a global think tank; and, serves on the Board of the Forum on Democratic 

Global Governance (FIM). He is a member of Transparency International; and, Your Canada -Your 

Constitution.  As a senior United Nations official, 1998-2008, he was the Director of the Rome based 

International Land Coalition, an alliance of UN, civil society, and multilateral organizations promoting 

pro-poor land rights.  He is a member of the Advisory Boards of the McGill University, Institute for 

Global Food Security and the Huairou Commission, a global women’s network; and, a member of the 

Food Security Policy Group.  His civil society career included 10 years as the Director of Partners in Rural 

Development. He chaired the NGO advisory committee to the UN International Fund for Agricultural 

Development; served on the international executive of the Society for International Development; been 

an advisor to the European Commission, FAO, African Union, Asian Development Bank, and World Bank.  

He has chaired a number of high-level policy dialogues during the UN Commission on Sustainable 

Development and served on the Commission on the Legal Empowerment of the Poor.    
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